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Short description 
The study group The Word and the Wound aims to reflect on practice and its roots in everyday 
life. The “word” is synonymous with work; the "wound" denotes an environment. In this sense, 
the title is open to different questions about the relationship between artistic practice and context.  
 
In the book Love Hate Reparation, a classic reference for psychoanalytic theory, Melanie Klein 
and Joan Riviere attempt to find a language for the contradictory feelings that accompany the child 
at the moment of separation from the mother's breast. These opposing feelings, such as hate and 
love, cannot coexist in the child's psychic process. The child begins a formation of a language, 
seeking an autonomous relationship through a process of repair. The reparation process is not to 
be perceived solely as a form of healing or acceptance. It is an engagement with what surrounds 
us, in an attempt to create new meanings.  
 
This form of ‘work’ can be viewed in connection to what we can call the creative process. But 
what is creation? How actually do we initiate a process of creation? Where do we find the cracks 
of pleasure, salvation, and relief in the invisible and complex textures of our relations?  How do 
we form, and how are we formed by, daily life?  
 
There are various literary and spiritual traditions which give an account of the different 
understandings of creation. In her work Words to write it. The Word and the Wound, the Italian 
feminist Wanda Tommasi writes about the practice of writing as a process of symbolic creation 
that leads to repair. Writing (read: working) as a process that gives insight into forms of invention 
in which relationships of conflict, both personal and intergenerational, are transformed and in 
which difficult terrain can become a site for gaining freedom. Writing (read: working) is both, an 
intimate conversation with one’s own fragility, as well as an ongoing negotiation with inherited 
collective histories and harm. Are there crossing points between the macro and micro perspectives 
within which we situate our actions, within which we search for meaning? What do we value (the 
art system still has difficulty with value) and how do we create time for meaningful encounters in 
our art practice and in our everyday life?  
 
A way of working (together): all these questions will be reflected in our way of working together.  



 
Our intention is to work together as a study group during, and importantly, also in between the 
DAI-confluences. Through each of us developing our own daily practice, we can stay (mentally) 
connected. 
 
All participants, including we as tutors, are encouraged to take the study group as an opportunity 
to think about practice. Practice that preferably takes on a daily work-rhythm but can take any 
other form: key is that it is about finding sustainable methodologies through which we, each in our 
own way, enable ourselves to (continue) work(ing). It is about finding methods that are tenable, 
bring pleasure, and that one can keep up with.  
 
The way we interpret collaborative work is about developing a consciousness about, and an 
articulation of, the cultural/historical/social networks one is operating within and is formed by, 
that one wants to learn from, exchange with, and contribute to. 
 
 
Syllabus  

- Adriana Cavarero, For More Than One Voice: Toward a Philosophy of Vocal 
Expression, trans. Paul A. Kottman, Stanford University Press, 2005.                                    

- Kristof Agota, The Illiterate, New Directions, 2023. 
-  

 
Documentation 

- See Google Drive folder for pictures and other materials 
 
Student materials 
-  
 
Links to other sites 

- Course description on the DAI website 
- DAI Chronicles: reports from the students 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZqLCC-s8VTrrAa2sv_RL4HF-pKJ6ecHM?usp=drive_link
https://dutchartinstitute.eu/page/20714/2023-2024-coop-study-group-~-the-word-and-the-wound
https://dutchartinstitute.eu/page/21331/chronicles-~-the-word-and-the-wound

